Worship At Home
13th March 2022
“One thing I ask from the LORD,
this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD
and to seek him in his temple.
5
For in the day of trouble
he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent
and set me high upon a rock.”
Psalm 27:4-5
Let us pray
On the second Sunday in Lent we gather, we come to remember and celebrate the life of
Jesus, and how he chose to live and serve the Father. We come as we are, beloved children,
to worship God. Let us come close to God, as God comes close to us. We come to praise the
Father for his goodness, to thank Jesus for his open hands of love, and to seek the Holy
Spirit’s blessing. Come, therefore, and worship God. Amen
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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – MP 139 Father we adore you

2 Jesus, we adore You,
lay our lives before You:
how we love You!
3 Spirit, we adore You,
lay our lives before You:
how we love You!
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https://youtu.be/9bdid2HFk0c

1 Father, we adore You,
lay our lives before You:
how we love You!

Let us pray together
Living God, magnificent and mysterious, there is no place where you are not, but there are
some places whose beauty, or whose long history of being set apart for worship make it
easier for us to be drawn into your presence.
It pains us, as it did Jesus, to see such holy places being desecrated by conflict, exploitation
or abuse, and we weep with you for those who have died in violent attacks on mosques and
churches, Hindu temples and Sikh gurdwaras.
We grieve also for the attackers whose faith is so distorted that they imagine you might be
pleased by their actions. It is easy, O God, to see where others have gone wrong; not so easy
to admit to our own faults and failings.
We too have dishonoured you and given our churches a bad name whenever we have listened
to gossip or helped to spread it; when we have fallen out over something that seemed
important at the time but actually matters not a jot; or when we have come here with
anything other than worship at the forefront of our minds.
Forgive us, we pray, and help us, if it is not too late, to undo some of the damage we have
caused.
Draw us into the warmth of your embrace and hold us until our anger and confusion and fear 1

begin to dwindle and we can go back out into the world again ready to see other people—
including those with whom we disagree— through your eyes of compassion and grace.
May our journey with Jesus, on the way to an end that we know so well, be for us not a
journey towards death but a journey into life and hope and healing— not for us alone,
but for the world which is forever infused with your love because of him.
Amen.
Reading: Luke 13: 31-35
Reflection: Butterflies in my tummy!

Have you ever felt afraid or threatened? If so, you will know the
sensation of butterflies in your stomach, difficulties in breathing,
heart pounding, and so on. Fortunately, many of our fears are
short-lived, unjustified or calmed by those around us. But what if
the threat is real – what then? Our bodies are geared either to
fight or to flee. So, if in danger and if we think we have no chance
of surviving, we run. Have you ever been tempted to run away from
something? Most of us have. Sometimes it is the wiser course than
trying to face a danger you can’t beat.
We continue to hear, see pictures and videos of the awful scenes in Ukraine. The heart
wrenching story of the orphan’s being evacuated from Kyiv or the decisions which people are
having to face of whether to stay or the flea or to be separated from their loved ones.
Sadly this is not a new story. Back in the 14th century
Geoffrey Chaucer wrote about this in one of his Canterbury
Tales. ‘The Nun’s Priest’ tells the story of a cockerel and a
fox. Chanticleer, the cockerel, has a dream that he is about
to be in great danger, but his wife doesn’t believe it was
simply fear caused by indigestion. She persuades him to
ignore it. But the wily fox comes upon the cockerel and
flatters him by encouraging him to stretch out his neck and
sing. Thereupon, he seizes Chanticleer by the throat and runs
off – chased by the whole village.
But the cockerel is not so stupid as we might have thought. He encourages the fox to shout
insults at his pursuers. Carried away by the thrill of the chase he starts to taunt those
chasing him. Chanticleer seizes his chance and flutters onto a branch of a tree. Foxes are not
as clever, nor chickens as stupid as some folk tales make them out to be!
In this week’s Gospel reading, Jesus publicly calls Herod a fox. Herod is known for his cunning
and cruelty, but Jesus won’t react to his threats. Advised to run, Jesus resolutely continues
on his course. He is aware of a bigger plan that Herod cannot thwart. He will not be swayed
by fear. His priority, his core value, is to carry out his Father’s purpose. He has an
appointment with his destiny in Jerusalem, and he will go there, no matter what. He longs to
protect his people like a mother hen protects her chicks by gathering them under her wings.
Jesus recognises that the Pharisees are trying to distract him from his
mission and ministry but, despite the apparent danger, he is not dissuaded.
He knows that his journey to Jerusalem will be a journey to his death, but
he does not speak about it in terms of being courageous, nor as a scornfully
fierce martyrdom to expose the corruption of Jerusalem. He simply states
his purpose.
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There are stories told of how, when threatened by fire, a mother hen
gathers her brood under her. The hen’s protecting wings cover her
chicks, helping them to survive, while she herself dies. A metaphor,
perhaps, for us who, under the shelter of the outstretched arms of
Jesus on the cross, are saved.
Our core values are those beliefs or convictions that trigger our
responses or behaviour. We may pretend to be what we are not, but
over time or under pressure our core values are revealed.
If you have been tempted to put your relationship with
God on the back burner until some date in the future
comes, don’t be foolish. Trying God’s patience by going
out on your own is a dangerous thing. What do you
think happened to any chicks that didn’t want to find
refuge under their mother’s wing in that forest fire?
The same happens to those who refuse Jesus’ refuge.
Jesus said, “Look, your house is left to you desolate. I
tell you, you will not see me again until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’” (Lk. 13:35).
We cannot doubt that Jesus feared the coming crucifixion in Jerusalem but he did not run
away – and it was for love of us, and his Father, that he kept going when the going got really
tough. Bear that in mind if you feel afraid or anxious this week.

1

In heavenly love abiding,
no change my heart shall fear;
and safe is such confiding,
for nothing changes here:
the storm may roar around me,
my heart may low be laid;
but God is round about me,
and can I be dismayed?
3

Wherever he may guide me,
no want shall turn me back;
my Shepherd is beside me,
and nothing can I lack.
His wisdom ever waketh,
his sight is never dim:
he knows the way he taketh,
and I will walk with him.
2

Green pastures are before me, which yet I have not seen;
bright skies will soon be o'er me, where the dark clouds have been.
My hope I cannot measure: my path to life is free;
my Saviour has my treasure, and he will walk with me.
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https://youtu.be/JH8b0v8Je0E

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 551 In heavenly love abiding

Let’s pray together
Faithful God, we are awed by Jesus’ ability to keep focussed on his goals; to hold fast to
choices made years earlier now that he could see what it was going to cost him. We give
thanks for all who, like him, refuse to stop caring for others even when they meet with
nothing but cruelty and rejection. Thank you for the vulnerability that never left him and
was part of his strength. Such people are few and far between, Lord, and we pray for those,
ourselves included, who find it hard to the stick to your way of integrity and costly,
unconditional love.
We pray for parents, trying to give their children a firm foundation in life, especially if they
have not received what they needed early on to feel safe in the world. We think of the clear
vision and idealism of so many of our young people, and ask that they may not become too
cynical too soon.
We pray for politicians and civil servants, for charity and aid workers, teachers and carers,
all who chose a life of public service because they wanted to make the world a better place. 3

We pray for those who, like the people whom Jesus saw in Jerusalem, have lost their sense
of purpose and direction; those who have been let down too often to trust again; those, again
ourselves included, who cannot bear to watch or listen to the news because there is just too
much suffering in the world; too many problems that cannot be solved; too many people
beyond our reach to help. May we be willing this Lent and Easter season to take just one more
risk for love’s sake, and in the eternal battle between goodness and evil, love and hatred, life
and death, may we discover, with Christ and all his faithful servants, that goodness and love
and life are always stronger and will win out in the end. Amen.
Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – MP1321 Kyrie Eleison

Kyrie Eleison …

2 When the cries of victims go unheard in the land,
And the scars of war refuse to heal,
Will we stand for justice to empower the weak
Till their bonds of oppression are no more?

Kyrie Eleison …

Kyrie Eleison …

4 Lord, renew our vision to be Christ where we live,
To reach out in mercy to the lost;
For each cup of kindness to the least in our midst
Is an offering of worship to the throne.

Kyrie Eleison …

Stuart Townend / Keith Getty

3 If we love our God with all our heart, mind and strength,
And we love our neighbours as ourselves,
Then this law of love will heal the nations of earth
And the glory of Christ will be revealed.

https://youtu.be/kgVq9ScBo_E

1 As we come before You with the needs of our world,
We confess our failures and our sin;
For our words are many yet our deeds have been few,
Fan the fire of compassion once again.
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Kyrie Eleison, have mercy, Christe Eleison, have mercy.
Kyrie Eleison, have mercy, Christe Eleison, have mercy.

As the terrible events in Ukraine unfold, the need for prayer and practical action feels even
more urgent. I've been waking up at various times at night and often feel the urge to pray as
well as praying at times during the day as have some of you. As we continue to bring our
prayers about various aspects of the conflict before God. Let’s not forget to pray for the
church in Russia also. Many Christians there praying for peace too. We remind ourselves of
the One we serve, who is powerful and sovereign and able to do immeasurably more than we
can ask or imagine. You might use the words of the hymn above either to sing or use as a
prayer. We pray for blessings. We pray for peace Comfort for family, protection while
we sleeping. We pray for healing, for prosperity We pray for Your mighty hand to ease
our suffering. We pray for wisdom and to hear Your voice and know that its You. May
we feel You near and the presence of your love and grace.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen.

Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week.
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you. 4

